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Because  Missionary  Instruction  is  an 

Essential  Part  of  Religious  Education, 


"  The  Sunday  School  course  of  study  must 
provide  for  instruction  in  all  that  is  fundamental 
and  essential  to  intelligent  Christian  faith  and 
effective  Christian  service. 

3N  the  development  of  character,  what 
material  tending  to  enrich  life  can  be 
found  more  God-permeated  than  the 
story  of  modern  missions  }  What  literature  is 
like  it  to  make  better  Christians,  to  develop  the 
heroic  spirit,  to  cultivate  unselfishness,  to  enforce 
the  reality  of  the  life  of  prayer  ?  If  we  are  to 
enlist  our  boys  and  girls  in  definite  forms  of 
Christian  service,  the  opportunity  for  such  service 
must  be  placed  before  them. 

To  tell  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  about  Jason 
Lee,  and  Otis  Gibson,  and  David  Brainard  is 
to  kindle  a  new  spirit  of  Christian  patriotism. 
To  hold  up  the  life  of  David  Livingstone  is  to 
set  a  high  and  tangible  ideal  for  Christian  living 
and  service.  To  gain  a  knowledge  of  the 
inspiring  progress  of  Christian  Conquest  in 
China  and  in  India  is  to  gain  a  broader  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  purpose  of  the  Christian  Church.  To 
see  the  overwhelming  problems  of  the  home¬ 
land  and  the  success  and  failure  of  Christianity 
as  a  factor  in  our  civilization  is  an  inspiration  to 
be  a  better  Christian. 

There  is  abundant  proof  that  missionary  in¬ 
struction  has  helped  to  bring  about  such  results. 
On  this  ground  alone,  missionary  instruction 
holds  a  right  to  a  place  in  the  Sunday  School. 


Because  the  Bible,  the  greatest  text 
book  of  the  Sunday  School,  is  also  the 
greatest  of  missionary  books, 

*  ‘  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal 
life.  ” 

Church  is  coming  to  see  that  the 
\J\j  Bible  as  a  whole  is  a  missionary  book. 

It  is  alive  and  modern  and  throbbing 
with  truth  for  to-day.  Social  service,  home 
missions,  foreign  missions  are  but  the  natural 
result  of  the  true  interpretation  and  application 
of  Christian  principles. 

Beginning  at  the  central  fact  of  God’s  revela¬ 
tion,  we  see  that  Jesus’s  life,  precepts  and  ex¬ 
ample  are  all  missionary,  that  His  purpose  and 
plans  center  in  the  salvation  of  all  men.  In  tak¬ 
ing  up  the  book  of  Acts,  we  find  it  to  be  the 
history  of  the  expanding  Church.  The  Epistles 
of  Paul  are  letters  of  a  busy  missionary  who 
must  keep  in  touch  with  the  churches  snatched 
out  of  paganism. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  where  the  roots  of 
the  New  Testament  are  found,  we  see  that  its 
outstanding  features  are  missionary ;  that  its  his¬ 
tory  reveals  a  great  missionary  purpose  for  Israel ; 
and  that  its  prophets  have  an  international  out¬ 
look.  There  is  an  air  of  expectancy  and  prep¬ 
aration  for  events  greater  than  have  yet  been. 
The  teachings  of  the  Bible  cannot  be  amplified 
truthfully  and  accurately  without  showing  their 
missionary  significance. 
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Because  the  Sunday  School  reaches 

the  children  at  the  strategic  mission¬ 

ary  age. 

"  The  heart  of  the  problem  of  evangelizing 
the  world  lies  in  enlisting  the  youth  in  the 
enterprise. 

CHILD  life  is  plastic  and  pliable ;  it  is 
capable  of  receiving  easily  the  deepest 
impressions ;  it  is  susceptible  of  direction 
into  the  highest  paths  of  life.  Missionary  in¬ 
struction  accomplishes  the  most  lasting  good  and 
makes  the  most  effective  appeal  at  this  age. 

When  we  remember  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  world’s  greatest  ministers  and  missionaries 
were  turned  in  the  direction  of  their  lifework 
before  they  were  twenty,  and  many  by  the 
time  they  were  eighteen,  we  see  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  missionary  instruction  during  the  early 
years  of  life.  Livingstone  was  called  at  nine¬ 
teen,  Thobum  at  seventeen.  James  Chalmers 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  while  attending  a  Sunday 
School  service,  was  moved  to  consecrate  his 
life  to  missions,  and  Morrison  had  his  appoint¬ 
ment  when  only  a  little  past  twenty. 

The  hope  of  missions  is  in  the  response  of 
youth.  It  is  true  that  many  life  decisions  are 
made  in  college,  but  it  is  also  true  that  back 
of  these  decisions  lies  the  foundation  laid  in  the 
“home  church.”  The  missionary  efficiency  of 
the  college  will  increase  pro  rata  with  the  mis¬ 
sionary  purpose  of  the  Sunday  School.  If  the 
Sunday  School  fails  in  its  missionary  function  the 
church  also  fails. 


Because  the  Church  Needs  Rein- 

forcement. 


“  The  greatest  missionary  problem  of  our 
day  is  not  on  the  mission  field  but  in  the  sus¬ 
taining  churches. 


Church  was  organized  to  save  the 
UL  world.  This  is  its  ultimate  aim.  Much 
progress  has  been  made  in  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  task,  but  greater  things  remain  to  be 
done.  The  oft-repeated  prayer  for  open  doors 
in  the  foreign  field  has  been  abundantly 
answered  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  people 
are  accessible.  The  rapid  development  of 
America  has  produced  needs  and  opportunities 
of  which  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  never  dreamed. 
Our  opportunity  of  helping  to  complete  the 
purpose  of  Christ  in  coming  to  the  world  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  generation  of  Christians. 


Why  do  we  stand  embarrassed  before  such 
opportunities  ?  Because  the  Church,  as  a 
whole,  has  not  seen  the  vision.  Why  has  it 
not?  Because  its  membership  has  not  been 
trained  to  a  conception  of  the  world-wide  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Kingdom. 


Training  is  a  matter  of  youth.  Eighty  per 
cent  of  our  church  membership  comes  from  the 
Sunday  School  and  at  least  eighty  per  cent  of 
our  needed  reinforcements  will  come  from  it. 
In  our  Church  alone  there  are  nearly  three 
and  one -half  millions  in  the  Sunday  School.  It 
is  a  vast  army,  already  doing  conspicuous  and 
indispensable  service  for  the  Kingdom,  but  ca¬ 
pable  of  vastly  increased  efficiency  and  power. 
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The  Present  Situation. 


* '  The  three- fold  aim  of  the  Sunday  School 
is  the  conversion  of  the  child,  his  growth  in 
Christian  grace,  and  his  training  for  Christian 
service.  ” 


/MSK  a  group  of  Sunday  School  workers 
!fl  how  much  time  is  devoted  to  mission¬ 
ary  education  in  their  Sunday  Schools 
and  a  majority  of  the  answers  will  range  from 
“  None  ”  to  “  Twenty  minutes  a  month.”  A 
few  will  report  instruction  of  a  definite  charac¬ 
ter  by  classes  or  grades.  Upon  closer  question¬ 
ing  it  will  be  found  that  many  of  the  “  five  to 
twenty-minute  missionary  Sunday  Schools  ” 
devote  a  large  portion  of  the  time  to  “  taking 
up  the  monthly  offering.” 


Our  Methodist  Sunday  Schools  are  charac¬ 
terized  by  extraordinary  giving  to  missions.  The 
total  is  nearly  $600,000  annually,  yet  this  is 
only  about  1  5  cents  per  capita  a  year.  Is  this 
all  we  can  do  ?  But  granting  that  the  bulk  is 
large  is  there  $600,000  worth  of  real  mission¬ 
ary  interest  in  the  Sunday  Schools?  Is  a  broad, 
self-sacrificing  Christian  character  being  devel¬ 
oped  ?  Do  the  eighty  per  cent  of  our  church 
members  who  come  from  the  Sunday  School 
really  understand  the  purpose  of  the  church? 
Are  they  trained  for  Christian  service?  Do 
they  give  with  a  real  missionary  spirit?  Can 
the  Sunday  School  secure  proper  “  growth  ” 
or  ”  training”  on  the  present  plan? 


'I t  F  you  think  more  can  be  done  in 
**  your  school  you  are  invited  to 
write  for  suggestions  and  helps  to  The 
Board  of  Sunday  Schools,  1020 
Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  or  to  The 
Missionary  Education  Department, 
1 50  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


